arrest of the blood supply to a tissue. The result is a state of hypoxia in the territory sup plied by the compromised blood vessel. The effects of hypoxia on blood vessels in the pul monary circulation have received consider able attention in the past but the effects on blood vessels in other parts of the body have not been so intensively studied.! Arteries, veins and capillaries do not respond in the same way to hypoxia and arteries in some organs, such as the lung, respond differently to arteries in other organs such as the heart. In the eye, arteries and veins respond differ ently. In the hypoxic retina produced by sim ulated high altitude conditions small arteries dilate, larger ones constrict and veins are unaffected.
Furthermore, the vascular response in the retina varies from one subject to another. 2
To some extent the effects of ischaemia on blood vessels depends upon their structure. 
